
MINUTES 
BIKE, PEDESTRIAN, AND TRAILS COMMISSION 

November 4, 2019 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Matt Gworek called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm on November 4, 2019 in Room 
1 at Town Hall. 
 
ROLL CALL 
The following members were present for roll call:  
 

BPTC Members:  Matt Gworek, Chairperson 
Niki Delson, Member 
Darren Broome, Member 
Laurie Loeb, Member 
Meg Plumb, Member 
Michael Gorman, Member 

Town Staff Present: Kevin Schorzman, Staff Liaison 
Kae McDonald, Boards and Commissions Clerk 
 

Guests: Beth Griser, Guest 
Holly Buell, Guest 

CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion Passed: Laurie moved to approve the Bike, Pedestrian, and Trail 
Commission meeting minutes from September 30, 2019. Meg seconded the 
motion, and it was unanimously approved.  
 
PERSONS PRESENT NOT ON THE AGENDA 
Holly Buell was in attendance to reiterate her desire to have the Carbondale Police 
Department enforce the speed limit and the truck weight limit along 8th Street.  She 
explained that she had been in contact with the police department about the 
excessive speed of vehicles, and that she saw a police cruiser parked along 8th 
Street flashing its lights at motorists, but after awhile it left without stopping anyone.  
She is very frustrated with the situation and really wants to see action on the part of 
the police department.  She also wanted to know if there was a way to find out how 
many traffic stops occur on 8th Street. 
 
Questions/Comments: 
Kevin suggested that for a nominal fee, Holly could submit an open records request 
to obtain the information she is seeking. 
Matt relayed the same frustration with speeding vehicles along Sopris Avenue. 



Darren suggested that given the small force that comprises the Carbondale Police 
Department, the flashing lights is a passive way to heighten the motorists awareness 
that they may be speeding and doesn’t involve the large amount of paperwork that a 
traffic stop might incur.  He did agree, however, that there is no accountability if there 
is no follow-through with an actual ticket. 
Meg appreciated Holly’s comments and felt like it was a call to action.  She would 
like to have a representative of the Police Department at the next BPTC meeting to 
open a dialogue about this issue. 
Niki would like the Board of Trustees to make a statement that the town considers 
enforcement a priority. 
 
Beth Griser was also in attendance and relayed many of the same concerns that 
Holly had concerning 8th Street.  She feels like the traffic has increased incrementally 
over the last two years, with motorists using 8th Street as an alternative to Highway 
133.  Her concern is that many of the motorists may not realize that they are driving 
through a neighborhood, and there is a certain amount of rude behavior on the part 
of drivers when she signals them to slow down. 
 
Questions/Comments: 
Laurie asked about the progress on Industry Way being built through to 8th Street? 
Kevin replied that it is being driven by the development of the area.  The Town is 
waiting for the RFTA property to be developed and they still have to work out the 
engineering to connect it to 8th Street.  The Town is making progress, however, by 
acquiring easements and purchasing property.  It will be a large capital improvement 
project. 
Matt asked if there will be coordination between plans for Industry Way and the 8th 
Street planning project.  He also asked how the proposal to use money in the budget 
for that planning project has been received, and where the budget approval process 
is. 
Kevin replied that the Board of Trustees is supportive and appreciates all the work 
that the BPTC is doing.  The final budget will be approved at the BOT’s first meeting 
in December. 
Meg asked if there has been any traffic counter data collection along 8th Street. 
Kevin indicated that there was one area they wanted to put a traffic counter this year, 
but it was torn up most of the year for a construction project, so it was not a good 
time. 
Holly added that there is some traffic counter data on Cowen Drive. 
 
SENDING DARRYL’S LETTER REGARDING DANGEROUS INTERSECTIONS 
ON 133 TO CDOT 
Niki introduced the topic of sending Darryl Fuller’s letter to CDOT with some history 
about how it came about.  In the early stages of CAFCI, they were primarily looking 
at mobility issues, and had a person come forward with an ADA certified disability.  
In order for that person to access RFTA, they had to cross Highway 133 at the 
intersection of Village Road and Highway 133.  At that time the audible sound and 
crossing time was very short, and at times the traffic/noise was so intense this 
person was terrified of crossing this intersection.  CAFCI advocated for her, and 



CDOT indicated that if there was an ADA certified disabled person, they would 
send someone to check out the crossing signalization.  In advance of this meeting, 
which was scheduled for 3:30 pm so the CDOT representative could see and hear 
the full impact of the traffic and noise, Niki called Darryl Fuller because they had 
previously had conversations about the dangerous intersections on Highway 133.  
These issues had also been discussed at BPTC meetings, and with Darryl’s 
lengthy tenure on the commission as well as his experience leading school groups 
on bike rides along this route, they felt like he could summarize this information in a 
letter.  CAFCI was successful in convincing CDOT to lengthen the crossing time 
and raise the volume of the audible signal, and also gave the letter Darryl had 
written to him.  Subsequent to this interaction, Niki went to an AARP meeting and 
met another CDOT representative who suggested the letter would have greater 
impact if it came from the Board of Trustees. 
 
Questions/Comments: 
Matt was supportive of the letter being sent to CDOT and that it was important that 
it was on Town letterhead. 
Kevin suggested that it would be most appropriate that the BPTC recommends to 
the BOT that Darryl’s letter be forwarded to CDOT with a cover letter from the BOT. 
Meg asked if the letter should be amended somehow since Darryl is no longer on 
the BPTC, but she emphasized that it was important to ensure that the connection 
to the commission is retained. 
 
Motion Passed: Meg moved that Town staff draft a cover letter that represents 
the BPTC’s history and motivation to accompany a recommendation to the BOT 
that Darryl’s letter be sent to CDOT.  Darren seconded the motion, and it was 
unanimously approved.  
 
AARP PRESENTATION TO TOWN ON NOVEMBER 21 
In June, the national AARP accepted Carbondale as a member of the AARP 
Network of Age-Friendly Communities.  The designation is aspirational, and is 
essentially a signal that the town government acknowledges the 8 domains of 
livability affect every generation.  On November 21st, CAFCI is hosting a 
community assembly and Carbondale will receive the official membership from 
AARP at that time.  There will be 20 resource tables at this event, and Niki has 
reserved one for the BPTC, if there is interest and commission members willing to 
set up and man the table during the event.  All of the commission members agreed 
this would be a good activity to participate in, and it would help reach out to the 
community, as well.  Kevin said he could get a banner made for the table.  Matt 
volunteered to be there for the event and invited any other interested commission 
members to let him know what time they could be there. 
 
ENFORCEMENT OF BIKE AND AUTOMOBILE RULES AND LAWS IN 
CARBONDALE 
 
REVIEW THE BPTC’S MISSION AND DISCUSS MEMBER OBJECTIVES: 
“WHAT DO YOU WANT YOUR LEGACY TO BE?” 



HOW SHOULD WE WORK WITH THE TRUSTEES AND THE COMMUNITY IN 
ORDER TO ACCOMPLISH OUR GOALS? 
Matt introduced the above three topics as items for discussion because they go 
together, and will help the BPTC put a system into place to affect change in the 
community.  He went on to explain that the issue of rule enforcement for both cars 
and bikes also involves an educational component, and it is important to work to 
with other groups to increase awareness.  He used the Glenwood Springs’ “Take A 
Minute” campaign to highlight an example of a citizen group that took on the 
educational component of reducing vehicular speed through Glenwood.  Matt 
would really like to find other like-minded residents of Carbondale that might be 
able to rally around the issues that the BPTC is grappling with. 
 
Darren reiterated his desire to have a periodic meeting with the Police Department 
to address concerns.  He suggested an annual meeting with a follow-up memo of 
current concerns submitted to the Board of Trustees. 
 
Meg suggested identifying three to five topics of concern to focus on--she felt like 
this would be key to a productive discussion while highlighting the BPTC’s biggest 
concerns and exploring whether there is possibility for a change in tactics by the 
CPD.  She listed three topics that she had and would like to obtain more 
information.  These included 1) What laws can and does the CPD enforce, and 
how that meshes with their daily operations; 2) It is the duty of the BPTC to pass on 
citizens’ concerns and that is the commission’s action, but she isn’t sure that 
change will happen even if these concerns are expressed; and 3) a multi-pronged 
approach is essential to affecting change. 
 
Laurie felt like it was not unreasonable to go to the BOT and ask for a directive to 
the CPD for the enforcement of rules and regulations as currently outlined in order 
to have safe streets and safe sidewalks. 
 
Kevin suggested that it might be a better tactic to have an initial discussion with the 
Police Chief so that the CPD and BPTC can decide on a unified message before 
going to the BOT. 
 
Meg highlighted that past discussions with the CPD have revealed that their priority 
is education about pertinent rules and regulations and having the police force be a 
visible part of the community.  She felt like it would be more respectful of their 
mission to have a discussion with the CPD rather than requesting a directive from 
the BOT. 
 
Matt pointed out that it would most likely be a nuanced discussion because the 
police department has to weigh priorities against the size of the force and their 
budget.  He felt like a meeting with the police chief would be the best avenue to 
gaining the information needed to help the BPTC understand the situation; and to 
Kevin’s point, it might be helpful it a sub-committee of the BPTC initially met with 
the police chief. 
 



Darren disagreed, suggesting it would be better to just have it on a meeting 
agenda. 
 
Niki commented that building relationships with all involved—whatever department 
or position—will make that kind of a meeting go better, rather than inviting them to 
a meeting and then giving them a stack of complaints that have come to the 
attention of this commission.  She posited that one of the reasons the BPTC is 
hearing from people like Holly is that there are real issues on 8th Street right now, 
but that there are likely issues in other parts of town that the commission is not 
aware of.  She felt like there is a connection to the general public that is missing, 
and that part of the problem is that the public doesn’t know how to contact the 
commission.  She suggested writing a letter to the editor to solicit information about 
problem areas and detailing how to contact the commission.    
 
Matt asked if the commission members would like have one of the upcoming 
meetings be a public forum specifically for people to bring issues to their attention. 
 
Laurie thought it would be a good idea, especially because the commission would 
then have specific line items to bring to the BOT and CPD’s attention.  She also 
suggested that the meeting with the CPD be held in late fall or winter, so any action 
plans could be implemented in the spring. 
 
Meg pointed out the public outreach is really about going to the people to get the 
feedback.  She suggested having a year-long campaign and identify four events 
over the next twelve months that commission members attended and went with the 
same questions, map of the town, etc.  Next year could be set aside as 
information-gathering and that would help the commission set goals for the future.  
She pointed out that there is already a lot that the commission needs to address, 
and that it is hard to imagine asking for more, but the whole point is to improve the 
community and there may other people out there with ideas. 
 
Michael agreed that that would have a lot of value, as well as a meeting with the 
CPD, and that it all goes back to what Matt opened this conversation with. 
 
Matt reiterated that it would be nice to be more visible, and to be more visible with 
a mission.  He went on to say that feedback would be helpful, and it might help 
form more partnerships so that the commission is more connected to other 
decisions being made. 
 
Darren highlighted the fact that action can take a lot of time—both on the part of 
volunteers such as the commission, as well as taking the issues and figuring out a 
way to facilitate a resolution. 
 
Matt brought up the Complete Streets concept, and he felt that promoting this 
concept would be a worthy goal.  He also stated that he would like to see the 
Planning and Zoning Commission incorporate those concepts into any review they 



completed before it comes to the BPTC for consideration.  He will send out the ten-
point list that comprises the Complete Streets concept. 
 
There was a brief discussion between several commission members about cyclists 
riding on the sidewalk and whether that violated town or state ordinances.  Matt 
suggested that the topic be included on December’s agenda.  Laurie stated that 
she thought that there might be enough conflicts between pedestrians and cyclists 
using sidewalks that an ordinance may need to be drawn up.  Darren replied that it 
would be too difficult to enforce, and that you can’t create an ordinance for 
common sense. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The November 4, 2019, regular meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m. The next regular 
meeting is scheduled for December 2, 2019 at 6:00 pm.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Kae McDonald 


